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PREF ACE 


Part of our mandate at the Public Archives includes the custody of those 
federal government records considered worthy of permanent preservation for study 
and research. This present series of preliminary inventories is being published by the 
Public Records Division to inform researchers and the general public of the rapidly 
growing extent and increasing variety of such records. 


These inventories are termed "preliminary" because not all the material in 
them is at present adequately organized and listed and will therefore be subject to 
revision from time to time. 


Each inventory describes one or more record groups. The term "record group" 
(RG) is used here exclusively to refer to federal government records in the Public 
Archives of Canada. It can be most easily defined as any body of records of the 
federal government of Canada or its predecessors that are organizationally or 
functionally related by administrative continuity. In practical terms this usually 
means that a separate record group is created for each department, branch, or 
agency that maintained at any point during its existence a separate and self- 
contained registry system. The inventory for each record group will contain: 


1) abrief administrative outline of the creating government body or 
bodies; 

2) anote on access regulations; 

3) suggestions for citation of the records; 

4) aseries by series description of the records themselves. 


The records will be organized in a manner that most nearly reflects the evolving 
administrative structure of the creating department, branch, or agency. 


During the period 1951 to 1967 a number of Preliminary Inventories for 
record groups were published. This new series will supersede the older publications. 
In some cases we shall reorganize the whole record group. Others will retain their 
original format but have numerous additions incorporated into them. Most of the 
inventories appearing in this new publication program, however, have never appeared 
in print before. By frequently up-dating the inventories of those groups that receive 
large influxes of new material we will be able to keep the public aware of the 
expanding scope and diversity of our holdings of public records. 


I must express grateful appreciation to the staff members who have worked 
so diligently to organize these inventories and prepare them for publication, 
especially the editor of the series, Peter Gillis, and the other editorial members of 
the Public Records Division's Publication Committee, Glenn Wright, Terry Cook, and 
Tom Hillman. 


W.I. Smith, 
Dominion Archivist 


INTRODUCTION 


The records of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board date from its 
establishment on 3 September 1939 to its final dissolution in 1951. Also included are 
the records of crown corporations created to act as subsidiaries of the Board. 


The records were initially passed to the Department of Finance before their 
transfer to the Public Archives of Canada. They have undergone a process of 
screening to eliminate duplicate and non-archival material, and now probably 
represent the sole holdings by any Federal Government agency of records of the 
Wartime Prices and Trade Board. They touch on all aspects of Canadian economic 
and commercial life during the Second World War and immediate post-war years, and 
are arranged, as much as possible, in the organization used by the creating Division, 
Administration, Office or Company. 


A computerized finding aid is available for these records, plus an alphabetic 
keyword index for all records in RG 64, and an alphabetical keyword index for each 
sub-group. In addition to the copies of this finding aid held by the Public Records 
Division, it is also available on microfilm reel C-4836. All records of the Wartime 
Prices and Trade Board are open to the public. 


Extent: 180 metres. 


Suggested Citations: Public Archives of Canada, Wartime Prices and Trade Board, 
RG 64, volume 353, file 6-2-16-10, Textiles and Clothing - 
Bedding and Quilting Prices, 1946. Subsequent citation: 
PAC, RG 64, vol. 353, file 6-2-16-10. 


Public Archives of Canada, Commodity Prices Stabilization 
Corporation, RG 64, volume 1705, file 305, Cotton Agree- 
ments, 1942-1946. Subsequent citation: PAC, RG 64, vol. 
1705, file 305. 


C.R. Vincent 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OUTLINE 


The Wartime Prices and Trade Board was established on 3 September 1939 under 
powers conferred by the War Measures Act, Chap. 206 of the Revised Statutes of 
Canada, 1927. The Board was designed "to provide safequards under war conditions 
against the undue enhancement in the prices of food, fuel, and other necessaries of 
life, and to ensure an adequate supply and equitable distribution of such 
commodities." 


By Order in Council (P.C. 3998, 5 December 1939), control over prices and 
supply was further extended. The Board was empowered to investigate costs, prices, 
and profits; to license persons who deal in any way with the necessities of life; to fix 
maximum prices and markups; to regulate the sale and distribution of the necessities 
of life; to take possession of stocks being withheld; to buy and sell goods; and to 
recommend embargos on exports. Most of these powers were exercisable only with 
the consent and approval of the Governor-General-in-Council. 


The powers of the Board remained unchanged until 1941, when the cost-of-living 
index began to rise sharply, and the beginnings of an inflationary spiral became 
evident. At that time the Board was given jurisdiction over consumer credit and 
installment buying. The division of prices and supply control between the Board and 
the Wartime Industries Control Board of the Department of Munitions and Supply 
was Clarified by P.C. 6834 and P.C. 6835, 28 August 1941. All goods and services 
not under the jurisdiction of a Controller of Munitions and Supplies were assumed by 
the Board from the Minister of Labour to Minister of Finance by P.C. 6332, 14 
August 1941. 


To offset this inflationary "squeeze", an overall price ceiling came into effect 
on 1 December 1941 (P.C. 8527, 1 November 1941). The Maximum Prices 
Regulations stated that the highest price at which any person could sell any goods or 
services is the highest lawful price at which he sold those services during the "basic 
period" - 15 September to 11 October 1941 - unless the Board ordered otherwise. 
There were a few exceptions. 


The government had assumed responsibility for maintaining essential supplies 
‘under the price ceiling, taking whatever action was necessary in accordance with 
policy laid down in the Board's General Statement of Policy of 21 November 1941. 
Such action took three forms: 1) payment of subsidies; 2) modification or remission 
of duties and taxes; and 3) government bulk purchasing. The subsidies and bulk 
purchases were to be effected through a crown company, Commodity Prices 
Stabilization Corporation Limited, acting under the direction of the Wartime Prices 
and Trade Board and responsible to the Minister of Finance. 


The general organization of the Board may be divided into three broad 
classifications: 


(a) Head Office. Eleven divisions were concerned mainly with policy, coordination 
of all activities of the Board and questions of internal organization. 


(b) Commodity and Trade Administrations. To assist in the organization of supply 
and the anticipation and prevention of shortages, administrators were selected 
for the major commodity fields of work, sugar, hides and leather, and coal. Two 
additional administrators were appointed in 1940, one of animal, fish, and 
vegetable oils and the second for housing rentals. Extension of the power of the 
Board to control rentals and housing was granted by P.C. 4616, 11 September 
1940. 


A system of administrators was the direct contact between the Board and the 
industries, trades, and services under its jurisdiction. These officials were 
responsible to the Board and all orders they issued required the approval and counter 
signature of the Chairman. 


Several administrations within a large industry were placed under a co- 
ordinator. This type of organization was adopted in the Textile and Clothing, Metal 
and Wood Products, Pulp and Paper, Foods, Distributive Trades, and Real Property 
Administrations. 


There was close cooperation between the administrators of the WPTB and the 
controllers of the Wartime Industries Control Board who had jurisdiction over part of 
all of the same industries. Cooperation with the producers and distributors of goods 
was achieved through the creation of advisory committees attached to the various 
administrations. 


(c) Regional and Field Organizations. There was a total of 111 local officers in 


1943. Their main concern was with the consumer rationing programs of the 
Board, as well as to maintain close connection with Wartime Industries Control. 


To assist in carrying out the work of the Board, the following subsidiary 
companies were organized: Commodity Prices Stabilization Corporation Limited, 
Wartime Food Corporation Limited, Canadian Wool Board Limited, Wartime Salvage 
Limited, and Canadian Sugar Stabilization Corporation. 


The Board continued its work after the war, although a policy of gradual de- 
control reduced its functions. It was finally dissolved in 1951. 


BOARD ORGANIZATION 
A. HEAD OFFICE 


Prices Division 

Secretary Division 
Enforcement Administration 
Legal Branch 

Comptrollers Division 


Research Division 
Information Branch 
Consumer Branch 
Supply Division 
Industrial Division 
Distribution Division 
Washington Division 
London Office 


B. COMMODITY AND TRADE ADMINISTRATIONS 
Capital Equipment and Durable Goods Co-ordination 
Administrations: 


Asbestos and Asbestos Products 

Capital Equipment and Electrical Products 
Construction Products 

Fabricated Metals and Sundry Items 

Farm and Construction Machinery and Municipal Service Equipment 
Furniture and Brushes 

Glass and Glass Products 

Heating and Plumbing Equipment and Supplies 
Jewellery 

Office Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies 
Upholstered and Metal Furniture and Bedding 
Wood Products and Metal Containers 


Textile and Clothing Co-ordination 
Administrations: 


Cotton and Cotton Products 

Fine Clothing (Woollens) 

F ootwear 

Fur Skins and Fur Garments 

Hides and Leather 

Knit Goods 

Luggage and Small Leather Goods 
Men's and Boy's Furnishings 

Rayon and Rayon Products 

Textile Sundries 

Women's, Misses', and Children's Wear 
Women's and Misses! Coats and Suits 
Wool 

Work Clothing 


Foods Co-ordination 
Administrations: 


Alcoholic Beverages 

Bread and Bakery Products 
Cocoa, Confectionery, and Allied Products 
Dairy Products 

Feeds 

Fertilizers and Pesticides 

Fish and Fish Products 

Flour and Cereal Products 
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 
Imported Grocery Items 

Meat and Meat Products 

Oils and Fats 

Pharmaceuticals 

Processed Fruits and Vegetables 
Seeds 

Sugar 

Tea and Coffee 

Tobacco 


Pulp and Paper Co-ordination 
Administrations: 


Book and Writing Paper 

Building Papers, Wall Board, and Asphalt Roofing 
Newsprint 

Packages and Converted Paper Products 
Paperboard 

Shipping Cases 

Wall Papers 

Woodpulp 

Wrapping Paper 


Individual Administrations 


Distributive Trades 
Enforcement 
Publishing, Printing, and Allied Industries 
Rations 
Rentals 
Services 
Ship's Stores 
Used Goods 


The following Controllers of the Wartime Industries Control Board functioned as 
Administrators of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board, in matters of price, for the 
commodities under their control: 


Chemicals 

Coal 

Motor Vehicles and Parts 
Non-F errous Metals (Primary) 
Oil 

Power 

Rubber 

Ship Repairs and Salvage 
Steel and Iron (Primary) 
Timber (included Wood Fuel by P.C. 1997, 21 March 1944) 
Transit 


C. REGIONAL ORGANIZATION 
Regions 


Charlottetown with no local offices 
Halifax with 8 local offices 

Saint John with 4 local offices 
Quebec City with 25 local offices 
Montreal with 11 local offices 
Ottawa with 6 local offices 
Toronto with 11 local offices 
London with 11 local offices 
North Bay with 6 local offices 
Winnipeg with 7 local offices 
Regina with 8 local offices 
Edmonton with 5 local offices 
Vancouver with 11 local offices 
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RECORD GROUP 64 


WARTIME PRICES AND TRADE BOARD 


RECORDS OF THE WARTIME PRICES AND TRADE BOARD, 1939-1951 


Wartime Prices and Trade Board Histories, 1941-1949, 9 m (Vols. 1-90) 
Index 1010. 


Before disbandment each Administration and Office was required to 
prepare a history of its activities. These are the histories plus supporting 
documentation and material accumulated in their preparation. 


Secretary's Division Records, 1939-1948, 15.4 m (Vols. 91-244) Index 1020. 


These records were created and used by the Secretary's Division and cover 
every aspect of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board's activities. They are 
arranged by file number. 


Chairman's Records, 1939-1950, 61.5 m (Vols. 245-859) Index 1030. 


These records, although designated the Chairman's records, are, in effect, 
the Wartime Prices and Trade Board central records system, although they 
also include the Chairman's correspondence. They cover all aspects of the 
Board's activity and are arranged by file number. 


4.a) Foods Administration Records, 1941-1949, 37.7 m (Vols. 869-1245) Index 1040. 


The Foods Administration maintained a large central records system, 
although the smaller Administrations of which it was composed also 
maintained records. These records cover all aspects of the Foods 
Administration's operations, and are arranged by file number. 


b) Foods Administration Organization Files, 1941-1950, 20 cm (Vols. 867-868) 


+ 


Index 1041. 


Two files covering organization, administration, and office procedure of 
the Foods Administration. 


c) Foods Administration Price Fixation Unit, ca. 1947, 10 cm (Vol. 1246) 


d) 


Index 1042. 


File covering the operations of the Price Fixation Unit. 


Foods Administration Orders, 1942-1944, 30 cm (Vols. 1247-1256) Index 1043. 


All orders issued by the Foods Administration, arranged by order number. 


a 


e) Food Board Orders, 1942-1944, 30 cm (Vols. 1257-1259) Index 1044. 


These orders are not identical to Foods Administration orders, but are of a 
more general nature. Arranged by order number. 


f) Foods Administration Statistics, 1942-1949, 30 cm (Vols. 1260-1262) 
Index 1045. 


g) Records Concerning Combined F ood Board, 1942-1949, 60 cm (Vols. 1263-1268) 
Index 1046. 


The Combined Food Board dealt with the international allocation of food 
supplies. 


5.a) F.S. Grisdale's Files - Meat Administration, 1941-1949, 1.8 m (Vols. 1316-1333) 
Index 1051. 


F.S. Grisdale was successively Deputy Co-ordinator and Co-ordinator of the 
Foods Administration and this appears to be the main records system of the 
Meat Administration. Arranged by file number. 


b) F.S. Grisdale's Files - Foods Administration, 1942-1949, 1.6 m (Vols. 1334-1349) 
Index 1052. 


Grisdale's files created during his period in the Foods Administration. 
Arranged by file number. 


c) F.S. Grisdale's Files - Miscellaneous, 1942-1948, 90 cm (Vols. 1350-1358) 
Index 1053. 


This group of Grisdale's files is not part of the other two file systems and 
covers both food and non-food related activities of the Wartime Prices and 
Trade Board. Arranged by file number. 


6. Dairy Products Administration Records, 1939-1950, 4.7 m (Vols. 1269-1315) 
Index 1060. 


Files from the main records systems of the Dairy Products Administration 
arranged by file number. 


7. Tea, Coffee, and Spice Administration Records, 1942-1950, 10 cm (Vol. 1361) 
Index 1070. 


Seven files from the Tea, Coffee, and Spice Administration's file system. 


8. Cocoa, Chocolate, and Confectionery Administration Records, 1941-1950, 
20 cm (Vols. 1362-1363) Index 1080: 


Files from the main records system of the Cocoa, Chocolate, and 
Confectionery Administration arranged by file number. 


10. 


ll. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


Ls 


16. 


17. 


S.R. Noble's Files, 1939-1950, 90 cm (Vols. 1390-1398) Index 1090. 


S.R. Noble was Special Advisor to the Wartime Prices and Trade Board. 
These files deal largely with the Sugar Administration. 


Oils and Fats Administration Records, 1939-1949, 1.8 m (Vols. 1364-1377, 
1750-1753) Index 1100. 


Records from the central records system of the Oils and Fats Adminis- 
tration arranged by file number. 


Wood and Metal Products Administration Records, 1940-1948, 70 cm (Vols. 860- 
866) Index 1110. 


Records from the main records system of the wood and Metal Products 
Administration arranged by file number. 


Consumers Credit Administration Records, 1950-1951, 30 cm (Vols. 1378- 
1380) Index 1120. 


Files from the main record system of the Consumers Credit Administration 
arranged by file number. 


Enforcement Administration Records, 1939-1951, 40 cm (Vols. 1386-1389) 
Index 1130. 


Records of the Enforcement Administration arranged by file number. 


Distribution Trade Administration Records, 1941-1950, 70 cm (Vols. 1428- 
1434) Index 1140. 


Records from the Distribution Trade Administration main filing system. 


Capital Equipment and Durable Goods Administration Records, 1941-1947, 
10 cm (Vol. 1435) Index 1150. 


Five files of the Capital Equipment and Durable Goods Administration. 


Ships Stores Administration Records, 1942-1951, 20 cm (Vols. 1436-1437) 
Index 1160. 


Records from the main file system of the Ships Stores Administration 
arranged by file number. 


Research and Statistics Administration Records, 1940-1948, 1.9 m (Vols. 1450- 
1467A) Index 1170. 


Records from the main records system of the Research and Statistics 
Administration arranged by file number. 


18. 


i. 


20. 


Z1. 


22 


23. 


24. 


vas 


Pulp and Paper Administration Records, 1942-1945, 20 cm (Vols. 1509-1510) 
Index 1180. 


Files covering the final settlement report of the Pulp and Paper 
Administration arranged by file number. 


Non-F errous Metals Administration Records, 1939-1948, 4.1 m (Vols. 1468- 
1508) Index 1190. 


Records from the main file system of the Non-Ferrous Metals Adminis- 
tration arranged by file number. 


Division of Simplified Practice Records, 1941-1943, 60 cm (Vols. 1438-1443) 
Index 1200. 


This Division, in the early years of the Board's existence was involved with 
simplifying and standardizing products and containers. These records are 
arranged by file number. 


Ottawa Prices Division Records, 1941-1945, 10 cm (Vol. 1511) Index 1210. 


These files were originally from the Ottawa Division of the Wartime Prices 
and Trade Board. They cover a range of subjects, mainly relating to import 
policy. 


R.J. Hughes! Files, 1944-1947, 20 cm (Vols. 1359-1360) Index 1220. 


R.J. Hughes worked with the Foods Administration. These records are 
minutes of the Commodity and Food Requirements Sub-Committees. 


Emergency Import Control Records, 1948-1951, 50 cm (Vols. 1381-1385) 
Index 1230. 


Wartime Prices and Trade Board records regarding emergency import 
control arranged by file number. 


Consumer Branch Records, 1941-1947, 70 cm (Vols. 1443-1449) Index 1240. 


Records, arranged by file number of the Consumer Branch, mainly ale 
to liaison with the public. 


Interdepartmental Committee on Industrial Studies, 1941-1947, 2.9 m 
(Vols. 1399-1427) Index 1250. 


These records, arranged by file number, are almost entirely the studies 


produced by this Committee, rather than its organization and adminis- 
tration. 


10 


26. Wartime Prices and Trade Board Office Files, 1939-1949, 17 m (Vols. 1512- 
1647, 1759-1780, 1788-1799) Index 1260. 


These are records and reference material that do not belong to the main 
registry system. Much of it is reference material covering Canadian and 


foreign price control. 


27. Office Machinery and Hospital Equipment Administration Records, 1942-1946, 
20 cm (Vols. 1443-1444) Index 1270. 


Records from the main file system of the Office Machinery and Hospital 
Equipment Administration arranged by file number. 


B. RECORDS OF THE COMMODITY PRICES STABILIZATION CORPORATION, 
1941-1951. 


This Corporation maintained prices and supplies of commodities as 
determined by the Wartime Prices and Trade Board by bulk buying and 
subsidies. 


1. Working Papers, 1944-1951, 30 cm (Vols. 1648-1650) Index 2010. 


These are working papers used in the preparation of the Corporation's 
annual report. They are arranged by file number. 


2. Monthly Financial Statements, 1941-1951, 50 cm (Vols. 1651-1655) Index 2020. 
These statements are arranged chronologically. 

3. Monthly Subsidy Statements, 1941-1951, 20 cm (Vols. 1656-1657) Index 2030. 
These statements are arranged chronologically. 

4. Monthly Subsidy Reports, 1942-1947, 20 cm (Vols. 1801-1802) Index 2040. 
These reports are filed chronologically. 

5. Domestic Subsidies, 1942-1948, 50 cm (Vols. 1754-1758) Index 2090. 


These records cover subsidies to the coal industry and bulk purchasing of 
coal. 


6. Commodity Prices Stabilization Corporation History, 1942-1949, 1.4 m 
(Vols. 1658-1664, 1781-1787) Index 2060. 


This is material used in preparing the history of the Commodity Prices 
Stabilization Corporation, and the history itself. 


1l 


10. 


Minutes and Bylaws of the Commodity Prices Stabilization Corporation, 
1941-1949, 60 cm (Vols. 1739-1744) Index 2070. 


These Minutes and Bylaws are arranged chronologically. 
Office Files, 1941-1949, 4 m (Vols. 1670-1708, 1746) Index 2080. 


These records appear to have originally belonged to several filing systems, 
and cover all aspects of the Corporation's activities. 


Solicitor's Files, 1941-1949, 40 cm (Vols. 1709-1712) Index 2090. 
These are the office files of the solicitor for the Corporation. 
Investigation Division Records, 1942-1950, 80 cm (Vols. 1713-1720) Index 2100. 


These records of the Corporation's Investigation Division mainly concern 
the investigation of subsidy claims. They are arranged by file number. 


WARTIME FOOD CORPORATION RECORDS, 1941-1950, 1.1 m (Vols. 1243- 
1245, 1734-1738, 1799) Index 3000. 


This Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Commodity Prices 
Stabilization Corporation, was formed to carry out that portion of the 
CPSC's responsibilities concerning cattle. The records cover every aspect 
of its activities. 


CANADIAN WOOL BOARD RECORDS, 1942-1947, 15 cm (Vols. 1745, 1799 
part ) Index 4000. 


This Board was established to acquire and allot all stocks of wool for 
Canadian use. 


WARTIME SALVAGE LIMITED RECORDS, 1942-1943, 10 cm (Vol. 1800) 
Index 5000. 


This Company was established to administer the recovering of re-usable 
material and its allocation within Canada. 


CANADIAN SUGAR STABILIZATION CORPORATION RECORDS, 1940-1950, 
1.6 m (Vols. 1747-1749, 1721-1733) Index 6000. 


This Corporation was created to control and allocate Canadian domestic 


sugar production and imports and exports of sugar. The records cover all 
aspects of the Corporation's activities and are arranged by file number. 
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